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Parent Notice 2025-2026/048
Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse Ordinance

Dear Parents,

The Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse Ordinance (the ‘Ordinance’) (Cap. 650) was passed
by the Legislative Council on 11 July 2024 and will come into operation on 20 January 2026. The
Ordinance defines a ‘child’ as a person under the age of 18 and designates 25 categories of
professionals across three sectors as ‘mandatory reporters’, including teachers, social worker, or
related teaching staff . Such professionals, in the course of their work, have reasonable grounds to
suspect that a child is being seriously harmed or is at real risk of being seriously harmed, they must
report the matter as soon as practicable. The Ordinance also provides mandatory reporters with
statutory defences and legal safeguards. Those who contravene the provisions may face a maximum
penalty of three months' imprisonment and a fine of HK$50,000.

The following outlines the scope of ‘serious harm’ as defined in the guidelines:

Physical abuse Any injury that endangers a child's life or physical health and requires
urgent medical treatment, including injuries resulting in the loss of any
limb or loss of limb function, loss of sight or hearing, damage to any
internal organs, fractures, burns to the body surface, damage to nerves,
muscles or tendons, injuries causing significant blood loss, or physical
injuries resulting in loss of consciousness or impaired consciousness.

Psychological Abuse Any injury that endangers a child's psychological health or
development, such as causing mental disorder or inflicting long-term
psychological trauma.

Sexual Abuse Any injury resulting from coercing or inducing a child to participate in
acts such as rape, incest, anal intercourse, sexual intercourse, or serious
indecent acts.

Neglect Any injury endangering a child's life or health caused by the negligent
care of those responsible for the child, such as failing to provide necessities
for sustaining life or health, or exposing the child to life-threatening or
health-endangering situations or environments.

The policy objective of the Ordinance is to establish a comprehensive and effective protection
network for children by mandating specified professionals in the social welfare, education, and
medical and health sectors to report serious child abuse cases, while warning potential abusers that
their actions are likely to be uncovered. Relevant information on the Ordinance is enclosed for your
perusal: https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2025/chinese/panels/ws/papers/ws20250714cb1-1163-5-c.pdf

Yours faithfully,

Chan Yuet Ping
Principal
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